Growth Track One
102: Fully Devoted to Being Fully Mature

Session 6: Understanding the Parent Stage

Overview: Students will recognize the similarities between natural parents and
spiritual parents and learn the vital need for spiritual parents in the church today.

1. Comparing Natural Parent Characteristics with those of Spiritual Parents:

e NATURAL PARENTS

SPIRITUAL PARENTS

e Share Their Faith
e Mentor Young Believers

e Reproduce

e |nvest in Kids !

Acts 20:24 TLB Life is worth nothing unless | use it for doing the work
assigned me by the Lord Jesus— the work of telling others about
the Good News about God's mighty kindness and love.

1 Corinthians 4:15-17 NCV For though you may have 10,000 teachers
in Christ, you do not have many fathers. Through the Good
News | became your father in Christ Jesus, so | beg you, please
follow my example.

e Teachers — paidagogos — one who passes along information



e Fathers — Pater — One who infuses his own spirit into another

John 20:21-22 NIV “As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” And
with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit.”

“Jesus was not satisfied in having a succession of audiences to which he might
proclaim his gospel. He was interested primarily in having disciples in whom and
through whom his ministry would be multiplied many times over.”

James Smart, The Rebirth of Ministry:

2. A call to accept the challenge.

“The Jesus model for changing the world is: Recruit 12, Graduate 11.”
Carl George

Philemon 1:18-19 NIV If he has done you any wrong or owes you
anything, charge it to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand. | will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your
very self.

Ephesians 4:12-15 NLT This [work] will continue until we all come to
such unity in our faith and knowledge of God'’s Son that we will
be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete
standard of Christ. Then we will no longer be immature like
children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of
new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to
trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we
will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and
more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church.



Discussion:

1. Share a positive experience you’ve had with a parent figure in your life.

2. What comes to mind as you consider the possibility of accepting the call to
be a spiritual parent?

3. What is your next step in your spiritual journey?



