
1 
 

Growth Track One  

103: Getting to Know the Trinity  

Session 2: The Transcendence of God  

  
Overview: In this session we will learn how big God is, and how each 
personhood of the Trinity relates to the other, and to us.  
  
  
The Transcendence of God  
  
1. God exists as a Trinity.  
  
Definition: God is three in one—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. He is not three gods, 
nor is He one God acting in three separate ways. The Bible tells us that God is 
three different and distinct persons, and that these three different and distinct 
persons are one in the being of God.  
  
  

a. This concept is beyond our ability to fully understand. Like the concept 
of infinity, we know that it exists, but we can’t quite grasp it.  

  
  

b. Pictures of the Trinity  
  

• St. Patrick’s Shamrock, three leaves, all part of one plant.  
  

• H2O – Liquid, Ice, Steam: Physics calls this the “triple point of water.”  
  
  

c. Personhood  
  

• I am a father, a son, a husband, pastor. I am Jim.  
  
  

d. No picture is complete.  
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“When I first began to study the Bible years ago, the doctrine of the Trinity was 
one of the most complex problems I had to encounter. I have never fully resolved 
it, for it contains an aspect of mystery. Though I do not totally understand it to this 
day, I accept it as a revelation of God.”  Billy Graham  
  
  
  
 
 
Biblical Teachings about the Trinity  
  
1. God is One.  
  

Deuteronomy 6:4 NIV The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
  

Isaiah 46:9 NIV I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is  
none like Me.  

  
  

a. Father, Son and Spirit are all called God.  
  

• The Father is God.  
  

Romans 1:7 NIV Grace and peace to you from God our Father and  
from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  
  

• Jesus is God.  
  

John 1:3 MSG Everything was created through Him; nothing—not  
one thing! —  came into being without Him.  

  
  

• The Holy Spirit is God.  
  

Acts 5:3-4 NIV Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart  
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit… You have not lied 
to man; you have lied to God.  
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b. Father, Son and Spirit are distinct from one another.  
  

• Jesus prayed to the Father.  
  

John 17:20-21 NIV My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for  
those who will believe in me through their message, that all of 
them may be one, Father, just as you are in me, and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me.  

  
  

c. The Father and the Spirit acknowledged the Son.  
  

Matthew 3:16-17 NIV As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out  
of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom 
I love: with him I am well pleased.”  

  
  

d. Jesus promised to send the Spirit.  
  

John 14:26 NIV But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father  
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to you.  

  
  

  
Why is the Truth of the Trinity so important?  
 

• It reminds us of the majesty and mystery of God. He is too great to confine 
to our understanding.  

 

• It reminds us of the relational nature of God. Before He created us, He was 
in perfect relationship with the Son and the Spirit.  
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3. God is Sovereign.  
  

a. God is greater than creation.  
  

Ephesians 4:6 NIV One God and Father of all, who is over all and  
through all and in all.  

  
  

b. God is greater than place – Omnipresent.  
  

Omnipresent: Present in all places at all times.  
  

1 Kings 8:27 NIV But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens,  
even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less 
this temple I have built!  
  

  
c. God is greater than circumstance – Omnipotent.  

  
Omnipotent: Having unlimited power; able to do anything.  

  
Psalms 147:4-5 NLT He counts the stars and calls them all by name.  

How great Is our Lord! His power is absolute! His 
understanding is beyond comprehension.  

  
Jeremiah 32:17 NLT O Sovereign LORD! You made the heavens and  

earth by your strong hand and powerful arm. Nothing is too 
hard for you!  

  

  
d. God is greater than changing times – Immutable.  

  
Immutable: Unchanging through time; unalterable; ageless.  

  
Malachi 3:6 NLT I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why  

you descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed.  
  
Hebrews 13:8 NIV Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and  

forever.  
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e. God is never surprised – Omniscient.  
  

Omniscient: Having infinite awareness, understanding, and insight.  
  

Psalms 139:2 NCV You know when I sit down and when I get up. You  
know my thoughts before I think them.  

  
  
 
 
 
3. God is Perfectly Moral.  
  

a. God’s Compassion is felt.  
  

James 5:11 NLT We give great honor to those who endure under  
suffering. For instance, you know about Job, a man of great 
endurance. You can see how the Lord was kind to him at the 
end, for the Lord is full of tenderness and mercy.  

  
  

b. God’s Faithfulness is trustworthy.  
  

Psalms 27:10 NLT Even if my father and mother abandon me, the  
LORD will hold me close.  

  
  

c. God’s Goodness is unequaled.  
  

Psalms 34:8 NIV Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the 
man who takes refuge in Him.  
 
 

d. God’s Holiness leads to judgement.  
  

Romans 2:5-8 NIV Because of your stubbornness and your 
unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself 
for the day of God’s wrath, when His righteous judgment will 
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be revealed. God will ‘give to each person according to what he 
has done.’ To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor, and immortality, He will give eternal life. But 
for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.  

  
  

e. God’s Greatness is worthy of worship.  
  

Revelation 5: 12-14 NIV In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the 
Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Then I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 
on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To Him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and 
power, forever and ever. The four living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ 
and the elders fell down and worshiped.”  

  
  
  
 

Discussion:  
 
 

1. Of the “pictures of the Trinity” presented, which one was easiest for you to 
understand? Is there a picture you have heard of that was not listed?  

  
  
 

2. Did you know that God operates in three distinct persons (Father, Son and 
Spirit)? How does that affect the way you related to God?   

  
  
 

3. As you see all the aspects of the Sovereignty of God, how might that help 
you understand and trust God more in your own life?  


