Growth Track One
103: Getting to Know the Trinity

Session 3: The Imminence of God

Overview: In this session, we will learn how close God is; that He is intimately
involved in every aspect of our life.

The Imminence of God
1. God is revealed — not discovered. He reveals Himself.
a. God reveals Himself to us through His creation.

Romans 1:20 NIV For since the creation of the world God's invisible
qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature--have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so
that people are without excuse.

b. God reveals Himself through His Word, the Bible.

2 Peter 1:20-21 NIV Above all, you must understand that no
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.

c. God reveals Himself through His Son.

John 1:1, 14 NIV In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.



d. God reveals Himself through the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 2:10 NIV These are the things God has revealed to us by

His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of
God.

2. God is relational.
a. Popularideas about God vs. the Truth
e God is Distant vs. God is Near

Psalms 139:7-10 NIV Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can |
flee from Your presence? If | go up to the heavens, You are
there; if | make my bed in the depths, You are there. If | rise on
the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even

there Your hand will guide me, Your right hand will hold me
fast.

e God Watches from Afar vs. God is Intimately Involved in Every Detail of
our Lives

Matthew 6:25-26 NIV Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you
will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body
more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable
than they?



e God is Anxious to Judge vs. God Wants to Forgive

John 3:16 - 17 NIV For God so loved the world that He gave His one
and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

e God is Powerless Against Evil vs. God Allows an Evil World to Exist
so People will have Time to be Saved
2 Peter 3:9 NIV The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

3. God relates to us as the perfect Father.
a. The Father who sacrifices for His Children
John 3:16 NIV For God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life.
b. The Father who has compassion for his children
Psalms 103:13 NLT The LORD is like a father to his children, tender

and compassionate to those who fear him.

c. The Father who guides His Children



Proverbs 3:5-6 NLT Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not
depend on your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do,
and He will show you which path to take.

4. The Father’s heart is one that seeks after us.

No matter where we are or how far we have strayed. He loves us so much that He
pursues us.

a. The Lost Sheep

e Asheep had gone astray and managed to separate from the flock. He
wanders off and becomes lost. If no one finds him, he will continue to
wander until he starves or, because he is helpless, finds a worse fate.

Luke 15:4-7 NIV Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses
one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when
he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together
and says, “Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep.” | tell
you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent.

e The shepherd (Father God) leaves the flock and seeks out the lost sheep
until he is found. The shepherd joyfully carries him back to
the flock and calls together his friends and neighbors to celebrate
with him.

b. The Lost Coin



e A woman lost a silver coin, which was a day’s pay for an agricultural
laborer. Likely, the ten silver coins were all she owned; this woman
was extremely poor. She turns the small house upside down and takes
no rest until the coin is found. Like in the previous parable, this story
ends in rejoicing with friends and neighbors.

Luke 15:8-10 NIV Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses
one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her
friends and neighbors together and says, “Rejoice with me; |
have found my lost coin.” In the same way, | tell you, there
is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.

e Father God is more persistent than when people seek their lost
valuables, and more jubilant when His search is successful.

c. The Lost Son

e Luke 15 concludes with something far more valuable than a sheep or
ten silver coins. It concludes with a parable about a lost son (The
Prodigal Son). This son demanded his inheritance from his father, left
home and squandered it, and then realized he was far better off in
his father’s House.

Luke 15:20, 23 NIV So he got up and went to his father. But while he
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around
him and kissed him. . . “Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let
us have a feast and celebrate!”

e ltis not difficult to believe that God enjoys and loves us in heaven, or
even on earth, after we are spiritually mature. However, God enjoys us



even now, in our spiritual immaturity! Jesus described the Father and
the angels as rejoicing, or feeling joy, over repentant prodigals.

e God in Heaven is a Perfect Father who seeks us. He seeks us when we
are lost, and His desire is that we become closer to Him. That we would
have an intimate relationship with Him.

Discussion

1. God is Revealed. Of the points listed, how has God revealed Himself most
to you? Can you share the first time you remember God becoming more
than a word or idea to you?

2. God is Relational. That should be encouraging to all of us. Describe some
wrong ideas people have about how God relates to humanity. Then list
some right ways.

3. Why do you think God cares so deeply about the lost? Identify some
practical ways we can demonstrate that we care about the lost.



