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Growth Track One  
103: Getting to Know the Trinity  

Session 8: The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts  
  

  

Overview: In this session, you will explore some of the commonly asked questions 
about Spiritual Gifts and gain the knowledge and tools to discover what your 
spiritual gifts are.   
  
  
1. Why do I need to know and use Spiritual Gifts?  
  

a. It is God’s will for you.  
  

1 Peter 4:10 NIV Each of you should use whatever gift you have  
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms.   

  
1 Corinthians 12:7 NLT A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can  

help each other.  
  
1 Corinthians 12:27 NIV Now you are the body of Christ, each one of  

you is a part of it.  
  
Romans 12:4-5 NIV For just as each of us has one body with  

many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.   

  
  

b. It benefits the church.  
  

Ephesians 4:12 NIV Christ gave those gifts to prepare God’s holy  
people for the work of serving, to make the body of Christ 
stronger.  
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2. How does the Holy Spirit help me?   
   

a. DISCOVER your spiritual gifts.  
  
  

b. DEVELOP your spiritual gifts.   
  

John 14:26 NIV But the Helper will teach you everything and will  
cause you to remember all that I told you. This Helper is the 
Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in My name.   

  
  

c. DEPLOY your spiritual gifts.   
  
Philippians 2:13 NIV God is working in you to help you want to do and  

be able to do what pleases Him.  
  
  
  
 
 
3. What are the Spiritual Gifts God gives?  
  

a. The Holy Spirit administers these gifts.  
  
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 NIV There are different kinds of gifts, but the  

same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God 
works all of them in all men.  

  
  

b. They are given by His grace.  
  

Romans 12:6 NIV We have different gifts, according to the grace 
given to each of us.   
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c. It is also important to know that there are two distinct ways the Holy Spirit 
distributes gifts.  
  

• There are gifts He gives TO us.  

• There are gifts He gives THROUGH us.  
  
  
The difference is found in 2 Greek words.  
  
  
Phanerosis means to “shine through.”  
  

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 NIV Now to each one the manifestation of the  
Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given 
through the  Spirit the message of wisdom, to another, the 
message of  knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to 
another, faith by the  same Spirit, to another, gifts of healing 
by that one Spirit, to  another, miraculous powers, to 
another, prophecy, to another,  distinguishing between spirits, 
to another, speaking in different  kinds of tongues, and to still 
another, the interpretation of tongues  All these are the work 
of one and the same Spirit, and He gives  them to each one, 
just as He determines.  

  
  

• The gifts listed here do not reside in the Spirit-filled 
believer, they reside in the Holy Spirit. He “manifests” or “shines the 
gift” through a believer when the Body of Christ needs that gift.   

  
  

Didomi means to be “given a gift.”  
  

Ephesians 4:11-12 NIV It was He who gave some to be apostles, some  
to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 
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become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ.”  

  
Romans 12:4-8 NIV Just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we who are many, form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the others. We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is 
serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is 
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to 
the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, 
let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 
cheerfully.”  

  
  

The kinds of gifts the Holy Spirit gives us are vast. Here are the places in Scripture 
you can find them:   
  

• 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 27-28  

• Ephesians 4:11-12  

• Romans 12:6-8  
  
  
More common gifts that operate in the church today:  
  
1. Ministry (service)   

The two Greek words in the New Testament for service mean to “wait 
tables” (Romans 12:7) and to “help” (1 Corinthians 12:28). These 
are typically the first people in a group to notice the needs of others and to 
step forward to meet those needs. They are content with serving in the 
background knowing that their contribution will bless the church. There are 
many places to use this gift in the church.  
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2. Teaching  
The gift of teaching is one that carries a heavy responsibility in the church. 
In fact, James 3:1 warns, “Not many of you should become teachers, my 
brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness.” Those who have the spiritual gift of teaching love to study the 
Word of God for extended periods of time. They consume the Scriptures as 
food for their hearts, souls, and minds, with the expressed purpose of 
knowing Him and then making Him known to others.    

  
 
 
 
  

3. Encouraging  
The word encouragement used in this verse (vs 8) means to exhort, come 
alongside of, comfort, or encourage. Jesus used the same word to describe 
one of the roles of the Holy Spirit in John 14:16, as One who comes 
alongside the believer to comfort and help in times of need. The primary 
use of this gift is to remind us of the powerful and amazing work of Jesus 
Christ, especially about the saving grace we have received 
through the atonement. The goal of the encourager is to see everyone in 
the church continually being uplifted.   

  
 
 
 
  

4. Giving  
The Greek word used in this verse describes the giving Paul was talking 
about as being sincere, generous, and without pretense or hypocrisy. Those 
with this gift love to share with others the overflow of blessings God has 
given them. They are typically very hospitable and will seek out ways and 
opportunities to help others. They are also excellent stewards and will 
often adjust their lifestyles to give more to the spread of the Gospel and 
the care of the needy.  
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5. Leadership  
The Greek word here means to lead, to assist, to protect and to care for 
others. This gift is closely related to the gift of administration and the 
spiritual gift of pastor/shepherd. It is the same word used in 1 
Thessalonians 5:12 when Paul says, “Respect those who labor among you 
and are over you in the Lord.” This gift is given to care for God’s people and 
lead them into deeper relationships with Christ and each other. They are 
“visionary” and less concerned with mundane details.  

  
Colossians 3:23-24 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as  

working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  
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Discussion:  
 
 

1. Do you know what your Spiritual Gifts are? Have you taken a Spiritual Gifts 
test?   

 
 
 

2. Share some ways the gifts of the Holy Spirit are important to you and to the 
church.  

 
 
 

3. Share an experience where God used you to bless others with a spiritual 
gift, or when somebody blessed you by deploying a spiritual gift.  

 
 
 

4. Share an action that you will take to discover, develop, and deploy your 
spiritual gifts.  

  
  
 


