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Growth Track One
Semester One: My New Life in Christ
Session Four: Trusting the Bible

During this session we are going to talk about the reliability of the Bible, its history and the evidence for it. We will evaluate why we can trust it.

Can the Bible really be trusted?

The writings of the Bible were finished 1900 years ago. Can I trust that it is current?

Should we really view it as Owner’s Manual in EVERY area of life? Does it apply to dating, marriage, parenting, business & work life, finances, leisure, and every other area of life? 

Let’s begin by look at what Bible says about itself!

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NIV “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

God is so gracious toward us. He has provided many proofs and evidences that Scripture is true. We will cover three points of General Evidence in this session.

1.  The Bible is remarkably written.

As we discussed last time in our session on learning to navigate the Bible.  It was written by over 40 authors over 1500-year period.  The beginning portions were written in the Desert of Moab. And the ending portions were penned on an island in Mediterranean Sea by a friend of Jesus who was also one if his disciples and an eyewitness to his crucifixion, resurrection and ascension to heaven.

Yet, all 66 books have a remarkably common thread. Those 40 authors write of one coherent theme.
	God made you. 
He loves you. 
You matter to Him.
He wants you to have all the information you need to know Him and love Him back!

To say it another way…it’s about one thing…JESUS! Everything points forward to Him, is focused on Him or points back to Him. Jesus is the scarlet thread running throughout all of scripture. 


Think about it this way. What is the likelihood 40 people, mostly unknown to each other, writing in different languages and in different countries, separated in time by approximately 1,500 years would produce a book with such a remarkably consistent theme? (Remember, they didn’t have internet!) No! Unless there was behind them, One writer, One designer, inspiring every message. 

2. The Bible is amazingly honest.

I am confident that if each of us wrote an autobiography we would leave out some details. The best of us have some things in our past that we would like to forget, leave out of our stories and never have to be reminded of.  The Bible is blatantly honest about the mess-ups, mistakes and pitfalls of God’s people. Here are a few examples:

Abraham, the father of Hebrew nation (Israel), lied like Pinocchio to save his skin. TWICE! He goes around telling everybody that his wife is his sister because she is beautiful, and he doesn’t want people to kill him so they can have her. (Genesis 12 and Genesis 20) 
	
2 Samuel gives blow by blow details of David and Bathsheba. This is a story of lust, adultery, murder and cover up by the one who is not only remembered as a great king over Israel but is highlighted in the genealogies of Jesus. Jesus himself is recorded in the book of Revelation saying, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” Revelation 22:16

Even Jesus’ own hand-picked disciples fought over which of them was the greatest. This took place during The Last Supper, where Jesus had just revealed to them that He was eating his last meal with them before he would suffer and die. (Luke 22) 

Paul (formerly called Saul), the writer of nearly half of the New Testament books, persecuted and murdered Christians before coming to life-changing faith in Jesus.  (Acts 8:1, Acts 9)

3. The Bible has stood the test of time.

Since the days it was written, many people have set out to wipe this book from minds and hearts of men. People of historical notoriety like Nero and Tyrinius.  

Probably most famously, a French historian and author, Voltaire is famous for speaking out against Christianity. He said, “The Bible. That is what fools have written, what imbeciles commend, what rogues teach, and what young children are made to learn by heart.”  He predicted within 100 years of his death that the Bible would disappear from the face of the Earth because people would see it as useless. In an ironic twist, 50 years after his death a Christian group purchased his house to serve as a book depot for Bibles and Gospel tracts.

Today, The Holy Bible remains popular. According to amazingbibletimeline.com, 168,000 Bibles are sold, given or distributed daily in the US.  Wycliff Bible Translators report that portions of the Bible have been translated into 3,312 languages and the complete Bible has been translated in 670 languages.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Most importantly, the timeliest test for you will come from reading & studying the Bible alone and in community, applying what you learn, and then watching for God’s faithfulness.  As you learn to trust Him, He will reveal more and more truth to you that you can then pass along to others. Be encouraged. Draw near to Him and He will draw near to you. (James 4:8)

Questions for discussion:

1. How would you describe your exposure to the Bible up to this point in your life? For example, have your primary influences been personal exposure, with family or a church family, through educational experiences (such as college) or through culture?

2. Would you say you bring any biases to understanding or believing the Bible?  

3. What excites you about developing the habit of studying the Bible for yourself and learning from what you read?

Additional Resources for going deeper:

Biblical Authority in an Age of Uncertainty, DA Carson, Tim Keller & John Piper (https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Course/View/184379)

“How Do we Know the Bible is True?”, Focus on the Family Ministries article (https://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/how-do-we-know-the-bible-is-true-2/)


	
	
	



