Growth Track One
Semester One: My New Life in Christ
Session Two: Understanding Water Baptism

1.  Why Should I be Baptized?

a.  To follow the example set by Christ

Matthew 3:14-15 ICB “Why do you come to me to be baptized? I should be baptized by you!” Jesus replied, “Let it be this way for now. We should do all things that are right.” 

Matthew 3:17 ICB “This is my Son and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”
    
b. Because Christ commanded it

Matthew 28:19-20, “Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”

c. As a reminder to me and a testimony to others that I am a believer

Acts 18:8 “Many of the Corinthians who heard Him believed and were baptized.”  

d. It demonstrates that I know Christ.  

1 John 2:3 “We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.”  

2.  What Does Water Baptism Mean?

a. It illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection.  

I Corinthians 15:3-4 “Christ died for our sins...He was buried and was raised to life on the third day…” 

Colossians 2:12 NCV “For when you were baptized you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.”

b. It illustrates our new life as a Christian.  

Galatians 2:20 “I die, but Christ lives in me.”  

2 Corinthians 5:17, “When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and new life has begun!”  

Romans 6:4, “By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also we might live a new life!”

3.  Why Baptism by Immersion?

a. Jesus was baptized that way.  

Matthew 3:16 ICB As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.”  

b. Every baptism recorded in the New Testament was by immersion.

Acts 8:36-38 “While they were traveling down the road, they came to some water.  The officer said, ‘Look, here is water. What is stopping me from being baptized?’ Then, the officer commanded the chariot to stop.  Both Philip and the officer went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.”

c. The New Testament Greek word translated baptism literally means “to fully whelm, or to make fully wet.” 

4.  Who Should Be Baptized?
	
a. Every person who has believed in Christ

Acts 2:41 “Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized…” 

Acts 8:12 “But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 

Acts 8:13 “Simon himself believed and was baptized...”

b. Water baptism is different from baby dedication. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 18:15-17 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

5.  When Should I be Baptized?

a.  At the first opportunity available once you have believed.  

Acts 2:41 NIV “Those who believed…were baptized…that day!”


Discussion:

1. Who was most influential in your decision to commit your life to Christ?

2. When did you make your decision to become a Christian?

3. How has your life changed since you made your commitment to Christ?


