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1.  Why Should I be Baptized?

	What’s the big deal anyway?  I’ve been in church all my life; I got confirmed when I was a kid; my parents had me baptized when I was a baby.  Why should I do this?  There are four basic reasons why water baptism is an important part of the Christian life.

	The first reason Christians choose to be baptized is to follow the example set by Christ.  I asked a young girl one time why she wanted to be baptized.  I was a little concerned that she might be too young to understand what she was doing.  But she understood it alright.  In fact, she gave me the definitive answer.  She said, “I want to because Jesus did it and I want to follow Him.” That’s it!  She understood one of the most basic and important reasons of all.

	The Bible tells the story of Jesus’ baptism in the Book of Matthew. In it, John the Baptist is quoted as saying to Jesus, “Why do you come to me to be baptized?  I should be baptized by you!” (Matthew 3:14 ICB).  But Jesus responded to him by saying, “Let it be this way for now.  We should do all things that are right.”  (v. 15 ICB)

	In other words, Jesus was setting an example for all of  us to follow.  It was the example of submitting to someone in spiritual authority and of making personal testimony of your willingness to follow God.  After Jesus was baptized, the Bible says that God the Father said, “This is my Son and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”  (v. 17 ICB)
    
	The second reason we should be water baptized is because Christ commanded it.  One of Christ’s final earthly commands to the early church is found in Matthew 28:19-20, “Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’”

	Jesus was saying that becoming a part of the Body of Christ includes learning all of God’s ways and obeying Him. But He took the time to single out baptism as a significant part of being one of His disciples! 

	The third reason is that it is a reminder to me and a testimony to others that I am a believer.   Acts 18:8 says, “Many of the Corinthians who heard Him believed and were baptized.”  As you read through the New Testament accounts of the first century church, you often see the phrase, “they believed and were baptized.”  It becomes clear that for the members of the early church, the commonly accepted steps toward being accepted into the Christian family were to believe in Christ and then to be baptized. It was the logical, reasonable sequence of events.  

	In other words, water baptism is very much like a wedding ring.  The fact that I wear a wedding ring does not make me married.  I am married because I stood at an altar one day and entered into a covenant relationship with Kim to love, honor and cherish her as long as we both live.  However, once I made the vow, I accepted a ring as a reminder of the commitment I had just made and as a testimony to others that I had made it.  The ring doesn’t make me married; the vows before God do.  But all who see my wedding ring know that I am married.

	In the same way, water baptism doesn’t establish my relationship with Christ.   I am in relationship with Him because I committed my life to Him. It is, however, an important reminder and testimony that you are following His example, obeying His command and publicly identifying yourself with His family.

	Finally, being water baptized demonstrates that I know Christ.  In 1 John 2:3 we read, “We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands.”  So the fact that you chose to obey Christ in baptism is a way of demonstrating to others that you know Him.

	During the years that my family and I were missionaries to the Philippines, I held evangelistic crusades all over the country.  A team of Filipino ministers and I would go to remote towns and villages to share the Good News.  Often hundreds of people would respond to the invitation to accept Christ. While we never questioned the sincerity of their commitment, we did come to realize that there were often those who responded to a call to commitment, just because everyone else seemed to be doing so!  They weren’t really committing their lives to following Christ.  In fact, in many cases the villagers would wait to see what the village elder did.  If he made the commitment, they made it.  Again, their response was not so much because they wanted to establish a relationship with Christ, but simply because they wanted to do whatever the elder did.

  	 As a result, we chose not to report a “conversion” to the home mission board until the “convert” submitted to baptism.  No, their baptism didn’t save them.  But when they were willing to walk out in the water, in front of the entire village and submit to baptism they were saying loud and clear, “I am demonstrating that I know Christ by obeying Him.”	

	That’s why the day of your baptism becomes a milestone day, a day that will always be vivid in your memory.  I remember clearly my own baptism, more than 30 years ago.  I can picture the scene.  I especially remember the pastor who baptized me.  It is a milestone event in my life.  I believe it is important for every believer to have that reminder of his own commitment.   
	

2.  What Does Water Baptism Mean?

	The second question that is commonly asked is, “What does water baptism actually mean?”  There are two primary meanings in Scripture.  First, it illustrates Christ’s death and resurrection.  There are two verses of Scripture that establish this truth.  I Corinthians 15:3-4 says, “Christ died for our sins...He was buried and was raised to life on the third day…” and Colossians 2:12 says, “For when you were baptized you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.”  (NCV)  
 	The picture painted by these verses is among the most beautiful in the New Testament.  You see, Jesus Christ did not die on a rough-hewn cross at Calvary for anything He had done.  He died to pay the price for my sin and yours!  It wasn’t His sin He was paying for, it was mine and yours.  He died in our place! The longer I live, the more amazed I am at the incredible love and grace of our God.

	But even better news than that, Jesus didn’t stay dead.  He is alive!  That’s what sets Christianity apart from the religions of the world.  Mohammed is dead.  Confucius is dead.  Buddha is dead.  But Jesus Christ is alive!   

	In water baptism, we get to publicly confess our appreciation for and our acceptance of that precious truth.  Jesus was literally buried and rose again.  We get to identify with that symbolically by being “buried” under the water and quickly rising again.  (Pastor Jim note:  Jesus was buried for 3 days!  But don’t worry, you’ll only be “buried” for about 3 seconds!)

	As beautiful as that is, there is a second profoundly beautiful meaning.  We are not just identifying with Christ’s resurrection in baptism.  We are also illustrating our new life as a Christian.  The Apostle Paul said, “I die, but Christ lives in me.”  In a very real sense, what you are doing in baptism is saying, “I am a new person now, in Christ, and I am beginning my new life in the presence of this company of people.”  Look at what the Bible says, II Corinthians 5:17, “When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a brand new person inside.  The old life has passed away and new life has begun!”  Romans 6:4, “By our baptism then, we were buried with Him and shared His death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead...so also we might live a new life!”

		Those verses don’t say you are perfect now.  They don’t suggest that everything will be rosy from now on.  But they do say that you have the opportunity to start over with a clean slate.  This time you are not doing it alone, at the mercy of the “spirits of this world’s system.”  This time you get to live with the power and direction of the Holy Spirit to guide you.  I often refer to my own life as Jim BC and Jim AC, that is, Jim before Christ and Jim after Christ.  What difference does that make?  It makes all the difference in the world!  I am not the same person!  When you are water baptized, you are demonstrating that you understand that powerful truth.

3.  Why Baptism by Immersion?

	The third question that often comes up in a diverse setting like that of the Bridge is, “I understand the beautiful symbolism.  But if it just symbolic, why do I have to do it by immersion?  In my former church, they just sprinkled some water on your forehead.  That seems a lot easier to me.  Why don’t we just do that?”  There are three Biblical reasons we choose to baptize by immersion.

	First (and frankly this is enough for me) because Jesus was baptized that way.  In the Book of Matthew story that I mentioned earlier, we saw Jesus presenting himself to John the Baptist for water baptism.  The picture given is that of Jesus going down into and afterward coming up out of the Jordan River.  Verse 16 says, “As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water.”  You can almost see him coming up the bank of the river after having gone down into the water to be baptized. I am told you can still go to that part of the world and be baptized in the very place in the river where they believe Jesus was baptized!       
 	The second reason is that every baptism recorded in the New Testament was by immersion.  There is no reference to any other mode of baptism in the entire New Testament.  In fact, the early Christians baptized by immersion even in the most extreme conditions.  In Acts, Chapter 8, you will find the 
story of Philip the Evangelist sharing the Good News with an Ethiopian eunuch.  God had taken Philip to the desert just for that purpose.  When the eunuch accepted Christ, even in those dry desert conditions, he insisted that he be baptized by immersion.  Acts 8:36-38 NCV says, “While they were traveling down the road, they came to some water.  The officer said, ‘Look, here is water. What is stopping me from being baptized?’ Then, the officer commanded the chariot to stop.  Both Philip and the officer went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.”

	The third reason is more technical in nature, but never-the-less compelling.  That is, the New Testament Greek word translated baptism literally means “to fully whelm, or to make fully wet.”  Simply put, that’s exactly what we do in baptism by immersion.      

4.  Who Should Be Baptized?
	
	Once we have determined what we are doing, why we are doing it, and how we should do it, the next question becomes, “Who should be water baptized?”  The answer is simple — every person who has believed in Christ.  A believer is someone who has realized that his sin separated him from God.  He has given up all efforts to reach God through good works or religious activity.  He has concluded that Jesus Christ’s death on the cross for his sin is the only thing that can bridge the gap between him and God. 
 
A believer is someone who has decided to trust Christ for his salvation and ask Him to come into his heart.  If you have come to that point in your spiritual journey, then you are ready to be baptized.  Over and over in Scripture, you commonly see the two expressions together, “believe” and “be baptized.” Acts 2:41 “Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized…” Acts 8:12 “But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News...and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:13 “Simon himself believed and was baptized...”

	These verses make it clear that everyone who accepted Christ as his personal Savior — male and female, young and old — was water baptized.  Why should we do any less?

	Of course, that raises the question of young children.  What about parents who bring their children for baptism?  Should they be received as water baptismal candidates?  The New Testament shows no example of baptism when the candidate did not request it.  All instances of baptism followed an individual’s decision to trust Christ alone for his salvation. (Acts 2:41; 8:12; 10:47-48).  

At the Bridge we wait until a child is old enough to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we baptize him.  When children make the decision to commit their lives to Christ and demonstrates that they understand the significance of baptism, and their parents are amenable to it, we gladly baptize them.

	Many traditions practice “Infant Baptism” to this day.  Are we saying that they are wrong to do so?  The answer is a resounding “no!”  The custom of infant baptism began about 300 years after the Bible was completed.  You should know that the practice began out of a sincere parental desire for their children to know Christ.  If you were baptized as an infant and you are considering water baptism now as a believer, please don’t under value what your parents did for you.  In fact, take the time to thank them.  Their heart’s intention was to lay a Christian foundation for your life!  However, “infant baptism” is not “believer’s baptism.”

	In fact, you do see parents in the Bible bringing their children to Jesus.  Jesus held them, and prayed for them and told us to welcome them.  He did not, however, baptize them. At the Bridge we follow Jesus’ example in “Child Dedication.”  On any given Sunday morning, parents may present themselves and their small child for “dedication.”  

	We gladly receive them.  In the dedication service itself, we challenge the parents, the extended family and the entire congregation to live a lifestyle that models Christianity for the child.  We pray that at a very young and tender age, the child 
will come to understand a personal relationship with Christ and will make that commitment.  We pray for God’s provision and protection for the child as he grows.  We pray that at a very young and tender age, this child will come to understand 

his potential in Christ and make his own commitment to follow Christ.  At that time, we gladly receive the child for baptism.  (Should you or someone you know want to have a child dedicated, just call the church office and we will gladly arrange all the details.)

5.  When Should I be Baptized?

	The final question that needs to be addressed biblically relates to when a believer should be water baptized.  The simple answer to that is the first opportunity available once you have believed.  There are several passages that support that idea.  Acts 2:41 NIV “Those who believed…were baptized…that day!”

	Does this mean that it must be done immediately?  No, what the Bible is simply saying is that baptism should follow your decision to commit your life to Christ and there is no reason to delay.  If you wait until you are good enough, you will never feel ready for baptism.  A young lady came to me after church one morning.  She was crying.  She had planned to be water baptized that day, but came to tell me that she was not going to go through with it.  When I asked her why, she said it was because the night before she had gotten upset, lost her temper and had really given her boyfriend a hard time, including cursing and screaming at him.  “Christians just don’t act that way,” she said, “so I can’t be baptized today.” I asked her how she felt about the way she had acted.  She said she was sad about it.  I asked what she had done about it.  She reported that she had asked her boyfriend and God to forgive her.  So I said, “Come on!  Let’s celebrate your new life in Christ today!  The fact that you had remorse and confessed is the evidence that the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in you!”  Christians aren’t perfect — just forgiven and empowered by the Holy Spirit to become more and more like Christ!  Water Baptism doesn’t say “I have arrived.  I’ve got it all together now.”  It says, “I have forsaken my old life, I’ve been given a clean slate and I want the world to know that I am trusting Christ with my future!” 
 
	Don’t wait for perfection to make testimony of that commitment!  Do it as soon as you have made it!


Baptism Testimony

	As you know from reading this little booklet, water baptism is for believers.  That is, those who have clearly decided to follow Christ and trust Him with their lives and eternity.  If this is true of you, take a few moments now to write a paragraph or two describing how and when you decided to trust Christ, using the following guidelines.  Writing your thoughts at this stage of your relationship with Christ will become a cherished memory in the years ahead. It will also be helpful in telling your story to others as you share your faith in Jesus!


1. Who was most influential in your decision to commit  your life to Christ?



2. When did you make your decision to become a Christian?



3. How has your life changed since you made your commitment to Christ?


My Testimony

